
 
 

Fall 2019 Seminar Descriptions 

 

COM 402: Seminar in Rhetorical Communication Research Methods 

(required option; must take 402 or 473) 

Thursdays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Joseph Zompetti 

We will focus on the process, or method, of rhetorical criticism. We will begin by exploring the 

philosophy behind criticism, the purpose of criticism, and the meaning of criticism. We will next move to 
learning different methods of rhetorical & textual criticism and how those can be applied to interpreting 

different rhetorical texts. Students will gain experience in the different methods by analyzing texts of their 

choosing. 
 

Who should take this course? The course is intended for students with no background in rhetoric as well 

as rhetorical veterans. For students not well-versed in rhetoric, we will begin the course with a brief 

introduction of rhetorical theories and methods of criticism. For the student with previous rhetorical 
experience, we will examine rhetorical methods for advanced study. Although we will be very direct and 

specific in our study of rhetoric, students interested in learning methods other than quantitative 

approaches should consider taking this course. 
 

How will we study rhetorical criticism? The course is primarily reading and discussion-oriented, with 

much focus on application of rhetorical methods. Except for a couple of “lectures” in the beginning, 

everyone will participate by reading key primary and secondary sources on the rhetorical method & 
theory. We will examine several types of rhetorical and textual methods. Students will choose which texts 

we will examine. 

 
How will the course test for “learning outcomes”?  Ideally, students should be taking graduate courses for 

more than just a grade – they should identify and attempt to accomplish their own “learning outcomes.” 

But, to help students in their pursuit for higher learning, many “short” papers reflecting different 
rhetorical methods will be conducted during the course. 

 

Who is this Dr. Zompetti guy? While I take learning and the study of rhetoric seriously, I’m a laid-back 

instructor whose pedagogical philosophy is more akin to Paulo Freire than of a social-scientist. I am a 
professor in the School, and my research interests involve the rhetoric of power and resistance, social 

movements, magic, critical pedagogy, political communication, and argumentation theory. 

 

  



 

COM 409: Seminar in Health Communication 

Mondays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Lance Lippert (15 seats) 

Course Description: Health communication is an area of study that encompasses theories, research, and 
application of symbolic processes by which individuals and communities deal with issues related to 

wellness and illness through beliefs, practices, and policies. This class is designed to be an overview of 

significant concepts and issues that have emerged in health communication scholarship and practice. This 
course explores health communication research and practice including the examination of the role of 

communication in health care delivery, health promotion and disease prevention, risk communication, as 

well as in promoting personal and psychosocial wellbeing. Although grounded in relevant communication 
and interdisciplinary theory, the goal of this course is to blend theory with practical application in various 

contexts and processes. The course cuts across multiple levels of communication, different 

communication channels, various contexts, and the use of diverse communication media and 

technologies.  
 

Instructional Strategies: Course concepts and content will be explored through various instructional 
strategies including: (1) textbook and professional journal readings (reading list), (2) lectures, discussions, 

class activities, case studies, and interviews with relevant health communication professionals and 

consumers, (3) semester project which will apply relevant literature and theory to practical health 
communication contexts, and (4) assessment in the form of several short position papers, a mid-term 

exam, and a final exam. 

 

 

COM 410: Seminar in Family Communication 

Thursdays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Aimee Miller-Ott (12 seats) 

I have designed this course to help students develop a sophisticated understanding of the field of family 

communication. The course will lead to a better understanding of family communication and the major 

concepts, theories, and research in this area of communication. In the course, we will discuss definitions 
of family (and challenge the notion of “normal” families from a communication perspective); learn and 

analyze a wide variety of theoretical perspectives explaining and predicting family communication; 

explore different methods for studying family communication; and become conversant in the current 

trends in family communication research. We will cover topics that include family identity, maintaining 

family relationships, family conflict, and family stressors. 

 

  



 

COM 460: Seminar in Mass Communication (Humor) 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:35-1:50pm 

Dr. Joseph Blaney (19 seats) 

This seminar will address the nature and function of mass media humor in political, commercial, 

religious, and other cultural contexts. 

 

 

COM 463: Seminar in Media Effects 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 5:00-6:15pm 

Dr. Megan Hopper (12 seats) 

This course will provide students with a broad introduction to theory and research on mass 

communication and human cognition, emotion, and behavior. The seminar will (1) introduce students to 

some of the major theoretical approaches to research on the social psychological effects of mass media on 

the individual, and (2) expose students to current research that applies these theoretical approaches. 
Throughout the course of the semester, students in this course will encounter topics that have received a 

great deal of attention in the literature on mass communication uses and effects. Students will work 

together to plan and create a series of media literacy lessons for students in K-12 and/or undergraduate 

college students about one of the media effects topics that we will examine in class. 

 

 

COM 473: Seminar in Qualitative Communication Research Methods 

(required option; must take 402 or 473) 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:00am-12:15pm (section 1) 

Thursdays, 6:30-9:20pm (Section 2) 

Dr. John Baldwin 

Introduction to qualitative research methods including open-ended questionnaire, in-depth interview, 
conversation/ discourse analysis, rhetorical research, media analysis, and ethnography of communication. 

This course is designed to provide you with knowledge and skills necessary to evaluate qualitative 

research as it appears in scholarly writing and to perform qualitative research in the academic or 
organizational context with the rigor appropriate to that context. You will read sources detailing a variety 

of methods and conduct original research, both in-class exercises and as part of a major research project. 

Some methods have their own form of data analysis and write-up. However, since content analysis, 

journaling, and grounded theory are relevant to many of the areas, we will study these in more detail after 

coverage some of the methods.  

 

  



 

COM 474: Seminar in Interpersonal Communication (Narrative Relating) 

Wednesdays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Lindsey Thomas (12 seats) 

The purpose of this course is to examine interpersonal communication and relationships via narrative 
perspectives. We will examine narrative as it is employed in a variety of paradigmatic perspectives, 

including: normative studies (e.g., the ways in which features of narratives correlate with variables such 

as relational satisfaction); interpretive work (e.g., how talk/text constructs individual and relational 
identities); and critical as well as dialogic examinations (e.g., who is [not] allowed to tell what types of 

stories, given relational/cultural constraints). This class utilizes readings, discussion, and written 

assignments to explore and engage narrative-focused theory and research of interpersonal communication 
and relationships. 

 

Note: This course will engage reading and discussion of relational phenomena including abuse, 

estrangement, health issues, and traumatic experience sensemaking. 

 

 

COM 483: Seminar in Communication Education (Instructional 

Communication) 

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Cheri Simonds (12 seats) 

Instructional communication highlights the central role of communication in the teaching and learning 

process. Teachers from all disciplines (and for all age groups) use communication in the classroom to 
foster student connections, learning, and emotional development. This course explores the theories, 

research, and practice that identify communication skills and competencies in the educational setting. 

This course will help students become more competent and confident in their teaching endeavors. 
Although grounded in instructional communication theory, the course will also include an applied 

element. Two broad units of material will be covered in the seminar: (a) an applied approach to 

communication for the classroom teacher, and (b) an examination of how theory and research inform 

practice. 

 

  



 

COM 494: Seminar in Small Group Communication (Narratives and Dark 

Side) 

Tuesdays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Kevin Meyer (15 seats) 

This seminar will examine a range of issues covered in contemporary research about small group 
communication, but will specifically focus on the role of narratives in group deliberation as well as the 

dark side of group communication. In other words, the use of storytelling in group deliberation as well as 

the potential pitfalls and negative outcomes of group communication will be emphasized in the reading 
material. Additionally, we will cover readings that examine the issues facing virtual groups, in-group and 

out-group dynamics, and synergy.  

 

I have two general goals for this seminar: first, we will build your scholarly knowledge of small group 
communication theory and research so that you will be prepared to explore such content further in a 

doctoral program or apply the concepts covered in the course to your professional pursuits; second, we 

will use the course to build your curriculum vitae by producing a useable end-product that can be 
submitted to a scholarly conference and, later, for publication. The papers produced by previous students 

in this seminar have been accepted to national and regional conferences, including a top student paper 

award at NCA. We will use intact groups for the duration of the semester to gain first-hand experience 
with group interaction and to complete a data-driven research project. Although working with groups can 

initially be perceived by graduate students (who may have been used to working individually in 

undergraduate programs) to be a discomforting proposition, you will actually come to appreciate and 

enjoy working in these research teams. And, since working in research teams is a common route to 
publishing in our discipline, it is important for all graduate students to experience team-based research. 

Several assigned journal articles and textbook chapter excerpts will serve as the basis for our class 

discussions. However, you will also research other journal articles in the course of developing the 
literature review for your final paper. The research study (including literature review, IRB protocol, study, 

and results presented in a conference-length manuscript) will be completed by research teams. We will 

negotiate topics and study details, but the possibilities are fairly endless as group dynamics apply to 
health, family, organizational, instructional, mediated, persuasive, relational, and mass media contexts. In 

addition, we will take a comprehensive final exam, complete weekly in-class experiential activities, 

present the research project results in a conference-style presentation, and participate in live fishbowl 

discussions.  

 

 

COM 495: Seminar in Organizational Communication (Convergence) 

Mondays, 6:30-9:20pm 

Dr. Caleb Carr (15 seats) 

This graduate seminar will address communicative convergence, from the nexus of (but expanding far 

beyond) organizational communication. Intradisciplinary readings will be built from the 2019 ICA 
preconference on the subject, emphasizing theoretical, methodological, and conceptual convergence 

points in the communication sciences. Classes will be conducted in participatory, student-driven format; 

and those enrolled will complete an scholarly project to evidence their mastery of and novel contribution 

to convergence literature at the end of the course. 

 

  



 
 

Fall 2019 All Graduate Courses 

 

 

No. Sect. Abbreviated Course Title Start End Days Instructor Notes

COM 302 1 Rhetorical Criticism 5:00 PM 6:15 PM TR HALL, A

COM 303 1 Controversy Contemp Society 2:00 PM 3:15 PM TR ZOMPETTI

COM 317 1 Digital Post Product 2:00 PM 3:15 PM TR SIMONDS, B

COM 320 1 Mass Media Cult Crit 11:00 AM 12:15 PM TR HUXFORD

COM 320 2 Mass Media Cult Crit 3:35 PM 4:50 PM TR BRATSLAVSKY

COM 323 1 Th & Rsch Sm Grp Com 11:00 AM 11:50 AM MWF CRAIG

COM 323 2 Th & Rsch Sm Grp Com 1:00 PM 1:50 PM MWF CRAIG

COM 324 1 Th & Rsch Persuasion 9:35 AM 10:50 AM TR HUNT
COM 325 1 Intpersonal Com Thry 12:35 PM 1:50 PM TR MILLER-OTT

COM 329 1 Organizational Comm 9:35 AM 10:50 AM TR DELINE

COM 329 2 Organizational Comm 11:00 AM 12:15 AM TR DELINE

COM 351 1 Adv Writing for Mass Media 6:30 PM 9:20 PM M MCHALE

COM 352 1 Documentary Storytelling 11:00 AM 12:15 PM TR SIMONDS, B

COM 355 1 International PR 12:35 PM 1:50 PM TR COURTRIGHT

COM 356 1 Executive Speechwriting 4:00 PM 5:15 PM MW COURTRIGHT

COM 360 1 Mass Med: Thry & Eff 11:00 AM 11:50 AM MWF CHIDESTER
COM 361 1 Mass Med: Law 9:35 AM 10:50 AM TR VENTIGMILIA
COM 361 2 Mass Med: Law 11:00 AM 12:15 PM TR VENTIGMILIA

COM 364 1 Broadcast Management ARR ARR ARR KANG

COM 366 1 Web Production & Des 8:00 AM 9:15 AM MW GLASCOCK

COM 367 1 Ethic Probs Mass Med ARR ARR ARR MOORE

COM 367 2 Ethic Probs Mass Med 2:00 PM 3:15 PM TR HOPPER

COM 370 1 Psychology of Language 3:35 PM 4:50 PM TR BALDWIN

COM 375 1 Communication & Leadership 12:00 PM 12:50 PM MWF SMITH

COM 375 2 Communication & Leadership 2:00 PM 2:50 PM MWF SMITH

COM 390 1 Special Topics in Comm (Af. Am. Rheotric) 6:30 PM 9:20 PM T HALL, A

COM 392.08 1 Tch Com Crit Inquiry 3:35 PM 4:50 PM TR HOOKER for 1st year COM 110 GTAs

COM 400 1 Independent Study must have 18 hours to take

COM 402 1 Sem In Rhet Com Rech Mthd 6:30 PM 9:20 PM R ZOMPETTI required course option

COM 409 1 Sem In Health Communication 6:30 PM 9:20 PM M LIPPERT elective

COM 410 1 Sem In Family Communication 6:30 PM 9:20 PM R MILLER-OTT elective

COM 422 1 Proseminar Communica 6:30 PM 9:20 PM W MEYER required course

COM 422 2 Proseminar Communica 6:30 PM 9:20 PM M CHIDESTER required course

COM 422 3 Proseminar Communica 6:30 PM 9:20 PM W CHIDESTER required course

COM 460 1 Sem In Mass Comm 12:35 PM 1:50 PM TR BLANEY elective

COM 463 1 Sem In Mass Media Effects 5:00 PM 6:15 PM TR HOPPER elective

COM 473 1 Sem Qualitative Rsch 11:00 AM 12:15 PM TR BALDWIN required course option

COM 473 2 Sem Qualitative Rsch 6:30 PM 9:20 PM R BALDWIN required course option

COM 474 1 Sem Intpersonal Comm 6:30 PM 9:20 PM W THOMAS elective

COM 483 1 Sem In Comm Ed 6:30 PM 9:20 PM T SIMONDS, C elective

COM 494 1 Sem In Small Group 6:30 PM 9:20 PM T MEYER elective

COM 495 1 Sem In Org Comm 6:30 PM 9:20 PM M CARR elective

COM 498 1 Pp-Communication (internship) must have 18 hours to take

COM 499 1 Thesis Hours MILLER-OTT must take post-proposal


